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(Unless otherwise noted, all details in this inspection report were obtained from
conversations with John Vander Veen or from observations during the inspection.

This inspection report includes several aerial photographs (attachments A, C, D, and E)
and a photograph documentation attachment (attachment B). The aerial photograph in
attachment A shows the general location of the various parts of this dairy operation. The
aerial photographs in attachments C, D, and E focus in on various parts of the dairy
operation. Attachments C, D, and E also identify the photograph number, direction and
location of the photographs included in the photograph documentation attachment.)
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Facility Information

Facility Name:
Facility Type:

Facility/Mailing
Address:

Facility Phone #s:

Facility Contact(s):

Inspection Information

Inspection Date:
Arrival Time:
Departure Time:
Weather:

Purpose:

Permit Information

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.
Dairy (SIC 0241)

9501 Van Buren Road
Lynden, Washington 98264
Whatcom County

(office)
(cell)

John Vander Veen (President)
Joanne Vander Veen (Secretary)

March 31, 2010
10:20 AM

1:00 PM

Sunny

Determination of compliance with the Clean Water
Act

This facility is not currently covered by an NPDES permit.
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Background and Activity

According to John Vander Veen, [(X(SJl has operated this dairy since
approximately 1965.

This facility consists of a barn complex which includes the confinement areas,
milk parlor, and silage and other feed storage. This facility also includes a below
ground tank, solids separator, two waste storage lagoons, and land application
fields.

The waste generated at this facility is mainly manure and urine deposited in the
barn areas. This facility is designed such that the wastes generated are collected,
stored and then ultimately land applied on approximately 330 acres of adjacent
fields.

The inspection of this dairy is part of EPA Region 10’s concentrated animal
feeding operation initiative.

See attachments A thru E for details on the facility components.

Individuals Present

The inspectors present throughout this inspection included Joe Roberto (EPA),
Dave Terpening (EPA), and Kurt Niemeyer (Washington State Department of
Agriculture).

The facility representatives present during the inspection were John Vander Veen
and Rolf Veening. Mr. Veening was only present for the opening conference of
the inspection. Mr. Vander Veen accompanied us throughout the inspection.

Inspection Entry

This was an unannounced inspection. Upon arriving at the facility, Dave
Terpening and I presented our credentials and explained the purpose of the visit to
John Vander Veen and Rolf Veening.

Mr. Vander Veen and Mr. Veening did not deny us access to the facility. We
were allowed to inspect all areas that we wished to inspect.

Inspection Chronology

Upon arriving at the facility we began the inspection with an opening conference
where we discussed the purpose and expectations of the inspection. Following
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IX.

XI.

XIIL

the opening conference, I interviewed Mr. Vander Veen about operations at the
facility.

We then conducted a facility tour where we inspected the confinement area, waste
storage and treatment facilities, land application areas and receiving waters.

We concluded the inspection with a closing conference where I discussed the
areas of concern I identified during the inspection.

Owner and Operator Information

According to John Vander Veen, TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc. owns and operates the

dairy facility.

In addition, some of the land application areas utilized by the dairy are leased
from other neighboring land owners.

Number of Animals

According to Mr. Vander Veen, this facility houses a total of approximately 520
animals including 420 milking cows, 40 dry cows, and 60 calves.

Presence of Vegetation in the Confinement Areas

The confinement areas at this facility consist of barns with concrete floors. 1 did
not see any vegetation in any of the confinement areas.

Length of Animal Confinement

Milking cows at this facility are confined in the barns throughout the year. Dry
cows are allowed on pastures at certain times.

Waste Management Process

Waste generated at this facility is mainly from the barns where the animals are
confined. The operation of this facility is such that waste from the barns are
cither flushed or scraped to the 60,000 gallon below ground manure tank. The
waste in the below ground tank is then pumped to a solids separator. The
separated solids are stored on site on a concrete slab area until they are exported
offsite and used by local raspberry farmers. The separated liquids are routed to
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one of two waste storage lagoons for long term storage until it can be land
applied.

Wastewater from the lagoon system is also recycled and used as flush water to
clean portions of the barn complex.

See attachments A thru E for details regarding the waste management process at
this facility.

Observed Discharge

I did not see any wastewater, from this facility, enter nearby surface waters at the
time of this inspection.

Areas of Concern

We inspected the facility including the confinement areas and the waste handling
systems. I saw two areas of concern at the time of the inspection. These areas of
concern are described as follows:

A. Silage Leachate Drainage =~ While inspecting the dairy barn complex [
inspected the vicinity of the silage bunker. I saw that the area just south of
the silage bunker appeared to slope toward a drain located south of the
silage bunker and east of the milk parlor. I also saw what appeared to be
residual silage in this drainage area. See photograph #7 of attachment B
and attachment C for details of this silage drainage.

According to Mr. Vander Veen, wastewater entering this drain is routed
south of the dairy via an underground pipeline. The outlet end of this
pipeline daylights south of the dairy in an area identified as a filter strip.
See photograph #s 8 and 9 of attachment B and attachment D for details of
this filter strip.

I saw that this filter strip area appeared to slope in the direction of
Pangborn Creek which is located south of the dairy barn complex. See
photograph #10 of attachment B and attachment D for details on Pangborn
Creek.

Mr. Vander Veen said that water flowing into this filter strip does not flow
into Pangborn Creek because the filter strip is blocked off before getting to
the creek. However, upon inspection of the area I saw an eroded channel
leading from the end of the filter strip to Pangborn Creek.



XV.

Although I did not see a discharge from the filter strip to Pangborn Creek
at the time of the inspection, the concern is that silage drainage entering
this filter strip has the potential to enter Pangborn Creek during certain
rain events.

I discussed this area of concern with Mr. Vander Veen at the time of the
closing conference.

B. Land Application Along Clearbrook Road At the time of the inspection,
we inspected a land application field located along Clearbrook Road. The

vegetation on this field was corn stubble. I saw that manure solids were
applied to portions of this 39.7 acre field. I also saw that in portions of the
field manure solids were applied approximately five to ten feet from
drainage ditches located along the edge of this land application field. See
photograph #s 11 and 12 of attachment B and attachment E for details of
this land application field.

According to Mr. Vander Veen, manure solids from his dairy were applied
on this field on February 19, 20, 22, and 23, 2010. He said that he did not
know at the time of the application that the application buffer (established
in his nutrient management plan) was 45 feet (for applications made
during this time of year).

The concern is that the distance between the edge of the manure
application and the nearby drainage ditches appears to be closer than the
bufters established in the facility’s nutrient management plan.

I did not see runoff from this land application field enter nearby drainage
ditches at the time of the inspection. However, I did not see any
mechanism in place on this field to prevent runoff from entering these
drainage ditches. Another concern is that runoft could enter these
drainage ditches during certain rain events.

I discussed this area of concern with Mr. Vander Veen at the time of the
closing conference of the inspection. This area of concern was also
identified by Kurt Niemeyer with the Washington State Department of
Agriculture. See attachment F of this report for a copy of Mr. Niemeyer’s
inspection report.

Receiving Water

The nearest surface water to the dairy building complex is Pangborn Creek. The
nearest surface waters to the off-site land application area are drainage ditches
which connect to Johnson Creek. See attachment A for details regarding the
location of these surface waters.



XVI. Sample Collection and Analyses

I did not collect any samples at the time of this inspection.

XVII. Closing Conference

The closing conference was held on March 31, 2010. The individuals present
were the inspection team members (Joe Roberto, Dave Terpening, and Kurt
Niemeyer) and John Vander Veen. During the closing conference I discussed the
areas of concern identified above.

Report Completion Date: 0 ?f// 3// ﬂ >

Lead Inspector Signature: S



ATTACHMENT A

Aerial Photograph
Showing the General Location of the Dairy

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.



TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.
General Location of the Dairy
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501 Van Buren Rd¥ LyndenT WA'S9826
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ATTACHMENT B

Photograph Documentation

(All photographs were taken by Dave Terpening on March 31, 2010)

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.



Photo #1: Sign at the dairy.

Photo #2: Westerly view showing a portion of the confinement area.



Photo #3: View in the vicinity of the below ground manure pit.

Lagoon 2

Photo #4: Westerly view showing stage one of the lagoon system on the left and stage two
on the right. Also note the solids separator in the background.



Photo #5: Southwesterly view showing the stage two lagoon.

Photo #6: Close-up of the solids separator.



Photo #7: Westerly view in the vicinity of the silage bunker which is located to the right of
this photograph. Note the drain in the center which collects drainage from this area of the
facility.

Photo #8: Northerly view showing the dairy barn complex in the background and the filter
strip area identified by the yellow arrows. This filter strip receives the drainage from the portion
of the dairy shown in the previous photograph.



Pangborn Creek

Photo #9: Another view of the filter strip drainage. This photograph was taken further south
from the dairy than the previous photograph. Note that Pangborn Creek is located along the row
of trees in the background of the photograph.

Photo #10: A. Eterl view sowin Pngoree Note that the pooled liquid from the
filter strip is to the left of this photograph.



Roadside —
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Photo #11:  View of applied solids alng Cleabrook Rad. Note that hes applied sds
within five to ten feet of the roadside ditch on the right side of the photograph.

Photo #12:  Another view of the land application field along Clearbrook Road.



ATTACHMENT C

Aerial Photograph
Showing the Dairy Building Complex

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.



TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.
Dairy Building Complex

Google




ATTACHMENT D

Aerial Photograph
Showing the Filter Strip Area

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.
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ATTACHMENT E

Aerial Photograph
Showing the Off-Site Land Application Area

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.



TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.
Oft-Site Land Application Area




ATTACHMENT F

WSDA Livestock Nutrient Management Program
Inspection Report

TJ Veen Acre Farms, Inc.



Washington State Department of Agricuiture

Livestock Nutrient Management Program

PO Box 42560

r— . ////1[1LIL\N e N 360) 902.1962

(360) 902-1982

LIVESTOCK NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM INSPECTION REPORT

Facility Name: rJ Vi(/’\ A’C're/ F“-rM\S AGIDNo: S2.7 Permit ID:
Date of Inspection: .3'/3 I‘IL( & Arrival Time: /U Z¢)  Permit Status:
WSDA Inspector(s): /é/tf‘L N‘M CA/—/&/

Others:

Inspection Type: (check one)

[] mitial (New) [J Routine [] Follow Up [J Technical Assistance
[ Facility Closure [[] Permit Cancellation [WTavestigation

[[] Complaint ERTS# Referred from

Property Owner’s Name: Phone No:

Facility Operator’s Name: 726/ + \/0}'\ n l/ﬂt ﬂ&é// [/56-") Mobile No:

Facility Address: 7507  |/a Pa\ Bwre.n 2 Cl/ Email:
/\IIVVJZM’\ > L\/A" 932 (2 CI/ County: W/\-ﬂ_lLZ_dVV} 1
Mailing Address: < AMNe— as a éd\/& Drainage/WRIA: \)d}l ng7n C[;/MUA #f (

Weather Past 24 Hours [ Storm [ Freezing [ Rain [ Showers ng'ercnsl O Clear
Current [ Storm [ Freezing O Rain [J Showers [ Overcast OJ Clear

Explanation of regional environmental concerns: 57\6// ‘é\.fz\-/ G—N\m({m_&lm&;q_

Approximate distance facility is from waters of the state:
Date of last inspection 3"[ ng 07

I. Inspection History Yes
1) Has WSDA (or Ecology) inspected this farm before?

2) Has or is the farm currently under a formal enforcement action?

-

II. NMP Information
1) Does the farm have a livestock nutrient management plan (NMP)?

2) Is the livestock nutrient management plan on site?
3) Is the NMP approved by a conservation district? Date: //(’/77
4) Is the NMP certified by a conservation district? Date: /2—/22/77

RRRENE goz
00000z

5) Is the NMP certified by the livestock prodpcer? Date: 177/2 ‘7’ / 79
6) Who developed the NMP? L/ hoteom CD

7) Acreage NMP was developed for Current tot age
8) Herd size NMP was developed for ~ Milking | A# Dry Cows A# Heifers W_ A# Total A#

II. Detail of Current Animal Inventory

Dairy Livestock A# AU Non-Dairy Livestock A# AU
b) (6
1) Milking Cows ( ) (W ) 1) .
b) (6)
2) Dry Cows 2)
3) Heifers (6 mos - fresh) - 3)
4) Calves (0 - 6mos) 4) —_—

Total animals on site Total animals on site

Are there any additional rearipg or feeding operations associated with the operation of this facil_:'ty'.’ Yes [JNeo
‘ . t " " ] <
If yes, explain 7,"'{5 HedsS s e &‘\_—}' (/U\\/.I‘?LD A & ( /1

AGR 430-3401 (R10/07) Page | of _ \4_ Pages Distribution: White—File Yellow—Froducer



Facility Name: ] :] \/z@/\ ACQ’ FM\S

IV. Nutrient and Leachate Collection

1) Number of days per year animals are confined? _____ Milking Dry Cows Yes No
2) Isall the manure in the confinement area contained and directed to storage? O O
3) Is milk parlor and milking barn wash down water collecied an étlﬁfo@%q storage" ] O
4) Is roof runoff water diverted away from contaminated ] O
5) Is plate cooler water diverted away from con@@d O |
6) Is plate cooler water Recyc\cd? [l O
7) Silage leachate [] Colle ans rred to storage [ ] Filter Swip [] Ag Bags [] Silo [] Other

8) Is any area of the acreage frequently flooded? O O
Comments:

e

V. Nutrient Storage

[[] Manure lagoon
[ Dry stack

1)  What type of nutrient storage is used?

[[] Under ground tank
[] Covered on slab

[] Above ground ta
[C] Manure pit

2) Total lagoon storage- capacity/volume ____ Month) ear( ) Current amount of storage utilized %o
3) Lagoon Solids Build Up edium [ Heavy
4) Dike Condition & [ Fair [ Poor
5) Treatments [ ] Solid Separalo %stmg gester [] Other
6) Total solids storage - capacnty/\xume Months/Year Current amount of storage utilized %
your animal mortalities? [] Carcass Burial [] Composting [] Incineration [_] Digestion
[] Landfill [_] Rendering by licensed rendering plant [ ] Other
V1. Nutrient Application
How are nutrients applied? [[] Sprinkler (big gun) [] Sprinkler (irrigation system) L%Spreader
[] Spreader (honey wagon) [ Injector [] Other [] Custom Applicator
Yes No Years records maintained (L

1) Is commercial fertilizer utilized in crop production? K [l — 200 7
2) Are nutrient export records maintained? K O 201
3) Are water quality testing records maintained? [l W
4) Are nutrient application records maintained? E./ O
5) Are nutrient testing records maintained? K O
6) Are soil testing records maintained? O [

Number of Fields/Management Units _____ Perennial __Annual

Soil Nitrate-N __ Acceptable __Needs Attention
Soil Phosphorus __ Acceptable _Needs Attention /

Comments F:Lejd /5& N/hp 52.¢7L Aa.ck jl“/ Szes 0#} % =

I — ,

10 Féc_t“

Boﬂ\ fieled 15a unc] IS8

/:agl é:(c@ﬂ’dn‘f /%/7’,,72 WL

,piL»a S,p horus (/«x/u@s'_

AGR 430-3401 (R10/07)

M
Page 2 of ____Pages

Distrbution: White—File  Yellow—Producer



Facility Name: / % ]/Z—L/" /L)»CFL }‘Cot.rﬁ M,S Date: 6{/ 3/ [ / 0

VII. Current Inspection Outcome Yes No

1) Does livestock have direct access to surface water? O [E/

2) Is there a release of pollutants to waters of the state? O O

3) Is there evidence of a release of pollutants to waters of the state? O O

4) Is there an immediate potential for a release of pollutants to waters of the state? K O

5) Were any photographs taken? O O

6) Were any water samples taken? | |

Yes No Follow Up By:

7) Is follow up needed? For facility issues O E/
For record or application issues & I A Pr‘\ \ E 4 20 ld
NMP Update O | =g
Referred to CD Technical Assistance O E

8) Cgowﬁance activity? (Check those that may apply)

ARNING OV [JORDER [JPENALTY [JPERMIT []NONE

Comments: LEIIL//J ﬂ@’(‘}l‘ *ZJ Moo Lsuzc & ;éa/. A“O/ /7¢ [\/6( f('/)'
A soli' s appliecl on 2=/1~10 end 200 surds appliecl
on  2-20.'"" The center hedd had V3 o T

wppleed cin  2202—(0 oncl j00 {1/4541 ??{A@{' Tom 22300
THReld /SA 234 acre  anel KB N acre, = 97 dere

90/,"0(5 Fests N as  peceiecf ‘/.8/6,/'/-2')/’\ /ﬂ&/;/)rv 125874 /;

SO’\.dS I’\O\ol Lo e 111A+ 'F' S 174/-6(‘?/7)( ar\z/ /’\ 616[ b(.c’—f\.
c;ow\lgas“'/'dd SINCe /a&‘/' ‘f'q///

K }} ’édSL’, adcress oreas /‘r\_ /\a/c/ /SA Mrf KB th&
olids were applhieed 1o close 4o c/fZAc' . Flace.
earthen berm " hedween soilds and At b

Are Additional Comments Attached [5dYes [ No

Please send requested information to Livestock Nutrient Management Program, WSDA
[J Southwest Region [J Northwestern Region
2™ Floor Natural Resources Building, 6951 Hannegan Road, Suite 10
1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia, WA 98504 Lynden, WA 98264
(360) 902-1928 FAX (360) 902-2000 (360) 961-7412  FAX (360) 354-7421
[J Eastern Region [] Puget Sound Region
PO Box 698 1914 N. 34th ST, Suite 107
Ephrata, WA 98823 Seattle WA. 98103
(509) 969-7140  FAX (509) 754-6019 (360) 202-3257  FAX (206) 632-7576
ave copy of report sent to Conservation District / Consultant Yes [ No
Bt in? s
onfact 1gnalure y Date

A(,knowh_dglnb Receipt

Departure Time: _/ ' P M

AGR 430-3401 (R1007) Page 3 of ‘_l_ Pages Distribution: White—File Yellow—Producer



Y Washington State Department of Agriculture
Livestock Nutrient Management Program
PO Box 42560

(360) 902-1982

LIVESTOCK NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM INSPECTION REPORT

Facility Name: T\T ec Acre 7@."1/"\ S Date: 3/3///C

Additional Comments: j" A N 7Z0/C-/ me._ A e /! e d = gL V 7LC..

ron  “Ghe Fpctor ihea op D/\// Gin '74'@/((/5 SHA and

/Sh o 7;/}/\‘ Folel e he' snsbroctecl Fhe bhieol

man to sty Alvaly 74:04 Hhe o ‘744/\&( Jehn___adm, //eo/
he died not Knol) wbhat- the applicadibn__sed- backs

hWefe a?L Zhe 7‘1/24? dﬁ qpa/lmﬁ jay %/5- was /}\grmrm—/
vy hs cousin  Hhat e wble fookis ot hs  Leld on
/3/30//0 when we Glo'j' to 7_6/\1/\\{ —grm cn ?/3///0
7‘02\»\ had ol /‘eac/t/d /eac/ his Nutr eh?‘_ Manaoc.me/m+
Pi‘“’\ a-f\d wa s av\/af/c: 7"La7" 71/1& Z’“%v/ ’IA/JLS /() /r\ 7L/\C_

él'wm‘\\!/(; YoM In 'Hne, w(r\{e{' ow\c;/ ‘7'5/ /N #\e k/é% Pa50/X] .

On dhe Mecth sile o ¢ témz 2L _in Aelef
A _sohds were q/p/o//'a_a/ 0 Ffeo A~ Koy, d, Ferln,

Are Additional Comments Attached [ Yes \E{)
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